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Background 
 

 
The Licensing Act 2003 regulates the sale of alcohol, provision of entertainment and provision of late night 
refreshment (sale of hot food or drink after 11pm). Section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 requires licensing 
authorities to prepare and publish a Statement of Licensing Policy every three years. The council’s first 
Statement of Licensing Policy was adopted by council on 12th January 2005 and was initially reviewed every 
three years, however in April 2012, the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act changed the length of the 
lifetime of a policy from three to five years. 
 
The Statement of Licensing Policy is due to be reviewed, with a policy in place for January 2024.  However, 
the Cumulative Impact Assessment undertaken at the same time has a lifespan of three years and so was 
due to be reviewed in 2021 with a new policy in place for January 2022.  This was delayed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, which affected all businesses but particularly the hospitality industry.   
 

The law 
 
Prior to 2018, cumulative impact was a concept introduced in the Government’s Section 182 Guidance 
issued under the Licensing Act 2003. It provided a rebuttable presumption for the refusal of licence 
applications in areas where the impact of an accumulation of licensed premises had a negative effect on the 
promotion of the licensing objectives. This contrasts with the otherwise permissive regime under the 
Licensing Act 2003. 
 
Many local authorities introduced cumulative impact policies and described areas in their policies as 
cumulative impact zones, stress zones or concentration zones. In Leeds, cumulative impact is included in the 
Statement of Licensing Policy with five areas being described as falling under this designation. Nationally, 
cumulative impact policies are popular and well supported by Licensing Committees and, on appeal, by 
Magistrates Courts. However, until 2018, they were only a concept in the guidance and had no statutory 
basis. There were no guidelines on the level of evidence required. Local authorities called for cumulative 
impact policies to be introduced into the law, so they have a legal footing. 
 
In the Policing and Crime Act 2017 the Government took the step of doing just that. The legislation states 
that a licensing authority may publish a document (“a cumulative impact assessment”) stating that it 
considers the number of premises licences or club premises certificates is at such a level that it would be 
inconsistent with the promotion of the licensing objectives to grant any further licences or certificates in that 
area and restrict changes to licensable activities of existing licences. 
 
A cumulative impact assessment must set out the evidence for the authority's opinion and before publishing 
it, the licensing authority must consult with people affected by the assessment, including the responsible 
authorities, businesses, and the public. The assessment must be reconsidered every three years and any 
review must be consulted upon before deciding whether it remains or can be removed. A licensing authority 
must publish any revision of a cumulative impact assessment along with the evidence. 
 
The impact of this step is to put cumulative impact policies within the primary legislation, with a prescribed 
method for implementing a cumulative impact assessment and to provide some guidance regarding the 
source and level of evidence required to put a policy in place. This part of the Policing and Crime Act 2017 
was commenced in April 2018. Amended S182 Guidance was published at the same time. 
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In Practice 
 
In publishing a cumulative impact assessment, the council is setting down a strong statement of intent about 
its approach to considering applications for the grant of variation of premises licences or club premises 
certificates in the areas described. The council must have regard to the assessment when determining or 
revising the statement of licensing policy and must have regard to the policy and the section 182 guidance 
when making determinations. 
 
The cumulative impact assessment does not change the fundamental way in which licensing decisions are 
made and it is open to the council to grant an application where it is appropriate and where the applicant 
can demonstrate through the operating schedule that they would not add to the cumulative impact.  
 
Applications in areas which are covered by a cumulative impact assessment should therefore consider 
potential cumulative impact issues when setting out the steps that will be taken to promote the licensing 
objectives. 
 
As described in the 2012 judgement (BrewDog Bars Limited v Leeds City Council), a cumulative impact 
assessment does not lead to an automatic blanket ban on the grant of licences.  As in every decision made 
by the council, all applications are considered on their own merits and on a case by case basis.   
 
A cumulative impact assessment does not relieve responsible authorities, residents and residents’ groups or 
any other person of the need to make representations if deemed necessary.  The council can only consider 
using a cumulative impact assessment to refuse an application if relevant representations are made.   Where 
no representation is received the council must grant the licence. 
 
Anyone making a representation can base it on the information provided in this assessment, and on the fact 
that an assessment has been published. It remains the responsibility of anyone making a representation to 
ensure that it demonstrates how the application shall impact on one or more of the licensing objectives, and 
that it can withstand the scrutiny to which it will be subjected to at a hearing and any subsequent appeal. 
 

History of Cumulative Impact in Leeds 
 
In 2005 Leeds City Council developed the first licensing policy. During the consultation the council received 
several requests for a cumulative impact policy and the evidence was gathered for areas of Leeds including 
the city centre, Headingley, Woodhouse corridor and Chapel Allerton. In 2007 the area of Horsforth Town 
Street was included in the policy. 
 
The Cumulative Impact Policy was subject to subsequent reviews as follows: 
 
2010: The outcome of this review was several changes to the scope of the existing areas: 

 City centre changed from named streets to an area. 

 Headingley increased to include Hyde Park. 

 Horsforth increased to include New Road Side. 

 Reference to licence applications for variations to existing licences included in all five cumulative 
impact areas. 

 Late opening restaurants and takeaways added to city centre, Headingley, Chapel Allerton and 
Horsforth. 

 
2012: The city centre became zoned with one red zone around the Call Lane/Lower Briggate/Duncan 
Street/Assembly Street area to be reviewed annually and the boundary changed as needed. Headingley to 
include off licences operating after midnight. No change to Woodhouse, Chapel Allerton, or Horsforth. 
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2015: The annual review of the city centre in 2015 added a second red zone to the north of the city centre. 
 
2016: Inclusion of Armley. 
 
2018: The Cumulative Impact Assessment review was informed by licensing statistics, Public Health Licensing 
Matrix, the West Yorkshire Police crime statistic reports, as well as information provided by Ward Members 
and residents.  Two red zones in the city centre, and Headingley, Hyde Park, Armley and Harehills were 
described as cumulative impact areas.  Chapel Allerton, Horsforth, and Woodhouse Corridor were removed. 
 
2021:  A review was undertaken, but it was recognised by Licensing Committee that the extraordinary 
circumstances of a pandemic would impact on the evidence provided for the review.  As such it was 
determined that the cumulative impact assessment be undertaken but that no changes were to be made 
until a further, more in-depth review in 2022 alongside the Statement of Licensing Policy when the full 
impact of the pandemic was known. 
 
2023: A review was undertaken, as planned: 
 

 The city centre area and scope remained the same, recognising that at the point of the review the 
full impact of the pandemic was not known. 

 The Headingley area was increased to include the northern end of the Otley run and further 
information was included regarding this.  The scope was expanded to include any application that 
sought to take advantage of the Otley Run and therefore negatively impact on crime, disorder, and 
nuisance in the area. 

 The Hyde Park area and scope to remain unchanged. 

 The Armley area and scope to remain unchanged.  

 The Harehills and Burmantofts area to be expanded to include the areas to the west of Roundhay 
Road and to the south to include York Road, but the scope to remain the same. 

 Holbeck be included as a cumulative impact area due to the slow increase of off licensed premises, 
as well as the crime, disorder and a population of vulnerable adults and children. 

 

Three Yearly Reviews 
 
It is the intention of the council to review this cumulative impact assessment every three years but because 
of the dynamic nature of the city centre, it may be necessary to review the city centre evidence annually and 
to produce a separate cumulative impact assessment for that area. 
 
Any review of the cumulative impact assessment will involve the following process: 

 A call for evidence, sent to all responsible authorities and other interested parties through the 
Licensing Enforcement Group. 

 The request of police crime statistics specifically for the area in questions and the thorough 
examination of the evidence to determine if there is evidence of cumulative impact. 

 Liaison with the responsible authorities to gather further evidence through complaint statistics or 
other formal and informal action taken. 

 Consultation with ward members, through the Community Committees, local businesses, and 
responsible authorities. 

 The Cumulative Impact Assessment will be approved by Licensing Committee. 
 
Any amendments which require the removal or addition of cumulative impact areas will necessitate a 
revision of the Statement of Licensing Policy. 
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Types of Evidence 
 

Alcohol Licensing Data Matrix 
 
Within Leeds, there are some areas which have high levels of deprivation, as well as high levels of alcohol 
related harm and alcohol related anti-social behaviour (ASB). In some cases, this was leading to street 
drinking and domestic abuse. The council was particularly concerned about the impact this was having on 
residents and wanted to act through the licensing process to support residents. However, council officers 
were finding it difficult to access crime data, due to low reporting of crime in areas of high deprivation. As 
such, it was difficult to justify introducing a cumulative impact assessment, which is an evidence based tool 
that councils can use to limit the density of alcohol licensed premises where they are negatively affecting the 
licensing objectives under the Licensing Act 2003 (one of which is the prevention of crime and disorder).  
 
Directors of Public Health were made a responsible authority under the Licensing Act in 2011. Public health 
teams have access to numerous key data sources which are not easily accessible to other responsible 
authorities. This data can be used to inform the licensing process by identifying potentially harmful 
applications and providing the evidence base to support decisions on alcohol licences.  
 
Therefore Leeds’ licensing and public health teams worked together to develop an alcohol licensing data 
matrix. This matrix demonstrates where a locality is at risk of health harms from licensing activity by ranking 
localities against each other through comparing different data sets. The data sets are:   
 

Deprivation Score IMD2019 UK GOV Low 

Population aged 16 and under July 2022 Leeds GP registered Leeds GP registers Mid 

Not achieving English & Maths 
strong pass 

2022 % DIDN’T achieve E&M 
Strong Pass (grades 9-5) 

LCC Mid 

Looked after children July 2021 + July 2022 LCC Mid 

NEET (not in education or training) 2020,2021,2022 known NEETS 
as of June each year summed 

LCC Low 

Alcoholic liver disease mortality 
rate 

2018-2020 Age standardised 
rates (MYE populations) 

Hospital Episode Statistics High 

Alcohol specific emergency 
admission count 

2016-17 to 2020-21 summed Hospital Episode Statistics High 

Litter complaints Env Health 2019 - May 2023 Env Health Mid 

Noise complaints Env Health 2019 - May 2023 Env Health Mid 

Off Licence premises count May-23 LCC High 

On Licence premises count May-23 LCC Mid 

Licensing risk scores May-23 LCC Mid 

Alcohol related harm hospital stays 
(narrow, age std. rate) 

Hospital stays for alcohol 
related harm (Narrow) 
Standardised Admission ratios 
2016 to 2017 - 2020 to 2021 

www.localhealth.org.uk Mid 

Antisocial behaviour - alcohol 
related, count 

2017-2022 Safer Leeds Mid 

Alc Flag Crime Excl violent 2017-2022 Safer Leeds Mid 

Violent crime where alcohol 
flagged, count 

2018-2022 Safer Leeds High 

Drunk and disorderly, count 2018-2022 Safer Leeds High 

http://www.localhealth.org.uk/
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Alcohol treatment, all episode 
counts 

Alcohol treatment, Forward 
Leeds, all episodes Jan 2016 to 
End 2022 

Forward Leeds High 

Ambulance callouts related to 
alcohol, count 

 Alcohol related ambulance 
callouts 2014/15 to 2017/18 

YAS / PHE High 

AUDIT tests scoring 16 or more 
(higher risk) 

Scoring >=16 and <=40 AUDIT, 
Leeds GP recorded as of January 
2023 

Leeds GP registers High 

Stroke emergency hospital 
admissions ( age std. rate) 

Emergency hosp adm stroke, 
2016/17 - 20/21 (Standardised 
Admission ratio) 

www.localhealth.org.uk High 

 
In 2021, Leeds updated the matrix, and it is now based on a larger area, known as a Middle Layer Super 
Output Area (MSOA).  A MSOA is a tool often used in public health, and is a geographic area designed to 
improve the reporting of small area statistics in England and Wales. The minimum population is 5,000 and 
the mean is 7,200. The Organisation Data Service publish files created on their behalf by the Office for 
National Statistics, which link postcodes to the Middle Layer Super Output Area. This enables the matrix user 
to input a postcode, for this to be linked to a MSOA and the data for that MSOA to be ranked against all 
other areas in Leeds.  
 
By entering the postcode for the premises seeking a licence, the matrix displays the ranking of this MSOA 
against the data sets listed above, as well as providing an overall ranking against all 107 MSOA areas in 
Leeds.   
 
Crucially, the datasets are weighted according to their relevance to the licensing objectives. For example, the 
datasets related to alcohol related crime, anti-social behaviour, and off licence density are given greater 
consideration in the licensing process than the datasets such as deprivation, because of their closer 
alignment to the licensing objectives, which are: the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children from harm.  
 
The information provided by the matrix allows licensing subcommittees to consider the application in the 
context of the local areas and the problems being experienced by the population. This has helped committee 
members to make reasoned decisions based on quantitative data, as well as other anecdotal evidence which 
may be received through the licensing process. This is particularly helpful when the committee decides to 
refuse an application.   
 

Police Statistics 
 
The Leeds District Analysis Unit has provided a statistical crime report for each of the assessed areas. These 
reports include, as a minimum, crime typically associated with the consumption of alcohol such as affray, 
assault, drunk and disorderly, public order offences, robbery, theft from person and theft non-specific. Each 
of the reports is slightly different and uses crime figures from different time periods. The Police have 
provided analysis for the statistics in their conclusions. Where appropriate the report may give information 
regarding peak hours and days for crime.  The council has used extracts from the crime reports to aid the 
assessment. The complete crime reports are available from Entertainment Licensing. 
 

  

http://www.localhealth.org.uk/
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2023 Review of the City Centre Cumulative Impact Area 
 

This cumulative impact assessment has been carried out in accordance with Section 5A of the Licensing Act 
2003. 
 
The review of the cumulative impact assessment is mandated by the legislation and must be carried out at 
least every three years.  The licensing authority has no discretion as to whether to complete the assessment.  
However, it is for the authority to decide how detailed and in-depth that review needs to be.  
 
Officers from Entertainment Licensing have met with West Yorkshire Police Licensing Team several times 
during 2020 and 2021 to discuss this review and to request the crime reports.   A crime report produced for 
2022 showed that crime has returned to pre-pandemic levels, however the 2023-2025 review was already 
underway and too far along in the process to amend.   
 
A further crime report was requested that covered from 2022 to September 2023 which would span the 
period since the last review.   

 
City Centre 

The city centre cumulative impact area relates to the city centre. It is placed within the Little London & 
Woodhouse and Hunslet & Riverside wards. 
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West Yorkshire Police has shared information and statistics that show that the nature of the city centre is 
such that the cumulative impact of licensed premises leads to problems that aren’t experienced in other 
parts of the city and this can be attributed to the density of licensed premises in specific areas. The number 
and proximity of venues on a street can result in difficulties in identifying premises as causing problems and 
so targeted action planning and licence reviews are not possible. 
 
The closure or opening of businesses can have a dramatic effect on reported crime and incidents in an area. 
While problems at individual premises are dealt with using action planning and the review process, there are 
areas in Leeds city centre which become saturated as new businesses open or existing businesses change 
their style of operation. In addition, the council recognises that a previous problem area can be improved by 
the introduction of new styles of business types and seeks to encourage this. 
 
There are two distinct areas in the city where extra police resources are deployed on a regular basis. These 
areas are the Call Lane/Lower Briggate and Woodhouse Lane which the council has designated as upper red 
and lower red zones. These areas are considered highly saturated and experience particularly high levels of 
crime, disorder and/or nuisance. 
 
With the support of LeedsBID, BACIL and Leeds City Council, evening ambassadors patrol these two areas as 
it has been recognised that incidents on the street require extra attention and that early intervention can 
prevent an escalation in the severity of incidents on the street. 
 
On street disorder and associated public safety concerns led to a temporary road closure of Call Lane 
between 11pm and 5am on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday night which took effect in October 2015. A 
significant amount of work has gone into improving the street scene in this area and that around the Corn 
Exchange.  This has led to wider pavements, temporary road closures during the night-time, and improved 
areas for street café arrangements.  Despite this the sheer numbers of people, often intoxicated, in the 
street during these hours highlights the need for the overall capacity of licensed venues in the red area to 
decrease, not increase. 
 
An application received from premises located in the upper or lower red areas and operating during the 
respective peak hours as described below, can expect to receive representations from the West Yorkshire 
Police and the Licensing Authority recommending refusal. The responsible authorities are unlikely to 
negotiate conditions or additional measures on licences in the red area, as the impact on the licensing 
objectives is at such a level that the area cannot support any more premises opening or extending their 
operation. 
 
Any variation that will effectively increase the occupancy of premises or to relax existing licence conditions 
will be viewed in a similar light to a new application as it may increase the availability in the same way as a 
new premises, which in the red area would be unacceptable.  
 
New businesses seeking to introduce a new concept, and so attract different people into the area, may be 
acceptable elsewhere in the city centre but in the red area the problems are exacerbated by the sheer 
number of people on the street during the peak hours and introducing a new or extended business, even 
with a different concept, would add to the impact rather than reduce it. 
 
The Licensing Authority is sympathetic to supporting businesses, but applications from existing premises for 
extended hours or to remove restrictive licence conditions citing business viability as a reason for change 
shall not override the Licensing Authority’s obligation to ensure that premises promote the licensing 
objectives and protect the public.   
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In the City Centre cumulative impact area, the main concern is crime, disorder, and nuisance.  Extending 
hours and changing businesses from food led to alcohol led businesses does not promote the licensing 
objectives.  However reducing the number of licensed premises, and therefore the number of people, in 
drink, in the area does. 
 
In the rest of the city centre cumulative impact area, the council will expect applicants to offer additional 
measures tailored to the problems in that area.  
 
In all instances applicants are strongly advised to consult with West Yorkshire Police and the licensing 
authority before their application process, and where feasibly possible before any premises lease is secured. 
By working together, the responsible authorities and businesses can establish working practices that reduce 
crime and disorder and so benefit the long term aims of the city to be a vibrant, thriving economy. 
 
Extra scrutiny is given to applications in the red zones which appear to adopt several different styles during 
their trading. For example, businesses that purport to be food led but seek late opening hours may be 
judged to be predominantly alcohol led due to their late night activities. It is for the applicant to 
demonstrate how their business will not add to the cumulative impact of licensed premises in that area 
through their operating schedule. 

 
Evidence 
 

Alcohol Licensing Data Matrix 
 
The council has reviewed the Leeds city centre MSOA E02006875.   

 
 
It ranks 1 out of 107 MSOAs in Leeds and is considered very high risk. This is the description given to the top 
9 MSOAs for risk.  
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This table provides the ranking of this MSOA across the data sets. 
 

Indicator MSOA Category Rank 

Noise complaints Very high 1 

Off Licence premises count Very high 1 

On Licence premises count Very high 1 

Antisocial behaviour - alcohol related, count Very high 1 

Crime where alcohol flagged, count Very high 1 

Violent crime where alcohol flagged, count Very high 1 

Drunk and disorderly, count Very high 1 

Licensing risk score Very high 1 

Ambulance callouts related to alcohol, count Very high 1 

AUDIT tests scoring 16 or more (higher risk) Very high 8 

Litter complaints High 10 

Alcoholic liver disease mortality rate High 18 

Alcohol specific emergency admission count High 20 

Not achieving English & Maths strong pass Medium 47 

Deprivation Score Medium 50 

Alcohol treatment, all episode counts Medium 53 

Alcohol related harm hospital stays (narrow, age std. rate) Low 63 

Looked after children Low 79 

NEET (not in education or training) Low 105 

Population aged 16 and under Low 106 

Stroke emergency hospital admissions ( age std. rate) low 107 

 
It could be expected that the city centre would rank highest out of all MSOAs in Leeds for health data, as not 
only is this the busiest night-time economy area, but also the location of one of the largest hospitals in 
Leeds.  However it should be noted that the health and hospital statistics relate to people who live within 
this MSOA, not where they were admitted or received treatment.   
 

Police Statistics 
 
West Yorkshire Police have provided a crime report for 2016-21 which shows that overall crime levels in the 
city remain at a high level but dropped dramatically between February and April 2020.  The levels rose again 
hitting a small peak in October 2020 with a less significant drop between November 2020 and March 2021.  
This clearly shows the impact of the lockdowns on crime in the entire city.   Since then, crime which had 
dropped dramatically during the covid-period, has increased back to pre-covid average levels.  During 
September 2020 and August 2021 public order was the highest it’s been in the previous 5 years.   
 
West Yorkshire Police have since provided an update for the period 01/09/2022 to 31/08/2023.  They 
provide in this report crime and incidents from 01/09/2020 to 31/08/2023 and have provided a pre-covid 
average, as well as statistics for Sept 20- Aug 21, Sep 21 to Aug 22 and Sep 22 to Aug 23.  This provides a full 
range of detail.  The following data tables and key findings have been extracted from the police report. 
 
Throughout this report the acronym PCAv has been used which relates to a pre-Covid average.  This figure is 
taken from the crime statistics from a period 1st September 2017 to 31st August 2019.  Between 21/22 and 
22/23, all crime reports in the cumulative impact area have returned to pre-Covid levels, with several 
months reporting less crime than in the same month before Covid. 
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All Crime Statistics 
 
This table shows all crime progression comparing the last 3 years with the pre-covid average for crime in the 
city centre.  This is all crime, not just restricted to crime associated with the night-time economy. 
 

 
 
The most common crime category is violence without injury, followed by shoplifting and public order 
offences: 
 

Crime Category/Period  PCAv  Sep 20 - 
Aug 21  

Sep 21 - 
Aug 22  

Sep 22 - 
Aug 23  

% 21/22 – 
22/23  

% PCAv & 
22/23  

Violence without injury  1929  1307  2309  2362  2%  22%  

Shoplifting  2270  840  2017  2296  13%  1%  

Public order offences  1299  1062  1668  1605  -3%  23%  

Violence with injury  1433  590  1783  1493  -16%  4%  

Other theft  2068  780  1444  1475  2%  -28%  

Theft from the person  1320  347  853  915  7%  -30%  

Bicycle theft  516  353  369  376  1%  -27%  

Robbery  314  157  299  325  8%  -4%  

Other sexual offences  221  151  263  304  15%  37%  

Rape  74  63  97  113  16%  52%  

 
The Police Report advises: 
 

 Theft from person, bicycle theft and other theft saw a slight increase between 21/22 – 22/23, 
however, volumes of these crime types in the last 12 months remain below pre covid average.  

 Rape and other sexual offences have seen an increase between 21/22 – 22/23 and offences reported 
between 22/23 are significantly above the PCAv.  

 Violence and public order offences have also surpassed the volume of offences reported between 
pre covid levels and Sept 22 to Aug 23. 

 
The council, and partner organisations, including the Police have prioritised encouraging the reporting of 
sexual crime as part of wider work undertaken relating to gender based violence which could explain the 
increase in sexual crime and rape reporting. 
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Conversely, the crime reporting for theft is generally down, but anecdotally, the neighbourhood policing 
teams have not seen a similar reduction in incidents in the city centre. 
 
The report shows that Briggate and Albion Street remains the most active streets for overall daytime and 
night-time crime in the cumulative impact area. 
 

Crime Category/Period  PCAV  Sep 20 - 
Aug 21  

Sep 21 - 
Aug 22  

Sep 22 - 
Aug 23  

% 21/22 – 
22/23  

% PCAv & 
22/23  

Briggate  1240  508  1184  1031  -12%  -16%  

Albion Street  1269  453  907  897  -1%  -29%  

The Headrow  651  266  526  692  39%  6%  

Call Lane  657  159  591  637  7%  -3%  

Boar Lane  396  177  383  391  2%  -1%  

Woodhouse Lane  407  111  468  334  -28%  -17%  

Harewood Street  209  92  400  381  -4%  82%  

New York Street  240  177  285  395  38%  64%  

Great George Street  286  204  298  291  -2%  1%  

Kirkgate  255  161  234  295  26%  15%  

Merrion Way  269  148  222  295  32%  9%  
Junction Street  204  153  277  181  -18%  -11%  
Vicar Lane  216  133  217  237  9%  9%  
Merrion Street  206  77  218  220  1%  6%  
Lands Lane  263  98  176  172  -2%  -34%  
Skinner Lane  95  94  90  151  67%  58%  
Wellington Street  75  72  134  121  -9%  61%  
Cookridge Street  160  30  162  122  -24%  -23%  
Hirsts Yard  71  41  148  105  -29%  47%  
Swinegate  34  43  117  102  -12%  200%  

 
The Police Report states: 
 

 Briggate remains the most active street for crime in the CIP from the 2022 CIP report, however from 
21/22 to 22/23, crime has reduced by 12%.  

 Night-time economy connected streets remain consistent with the PCAv seen in these areas.  

 Swinegate has seen a significant increase in offences from the pre-covid average to 2022/23. Half of 
the crimes reported on this street have been Theft from Shop.  

 In comparison with PCAv and the last 12 months, Harewood Street has also seen a similar significant 
increase, 90% of the crimes reported on this street in the last 3 years have also been shoplifting.  

 
This is congruent with the neighbourhood policing teams anecdotal comments who have noticed an increase 
in theft in certain streets.  However, for the Licensing Authority the concern is with night-time economy 
connected streets which have remained consistent: 
 

Crime Category/Period  PCAV  Sep 20 - 
Aug 21  

Sep 21 - 
Aug 22  

Sep 22 - 
Aug 23  

% 21/22 – 
22/23  

% PCAv & 
22/23  

Briggate  1240  508  1184  1031  -12%  -16%  

Albion Street  1269  453  907  897  -1%  -29%  

The Headrow  651  266  526  692  39%  6%  

Call Lane  657  159  591  637  7%  -3%  

Boar Lane  396  177  383  391  2%  -1%  

Woodhouse Lane  407  111  468  334  -28%  -17%  

Great George Street  286  204  298  291  -2%  1%  
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Merrion Way  269  148  222  295  32%  9%  
Vicar Lane  216  133  217  237  9%  9%  
Merrion Street  206  77  218  220  1%  6%  

 
Briggate is a long street.  The northern two thirds of the street is predominantly retail shops, with a busy 
daytime activity.  The night-time economy venues are clustered in the lower third.  The red zone in the 
southern part of the city centre is mainly made up from Briggate, Call Lane, Boar Lane.  Boar Lane and Call 
Lane have returned to pre-Covid levels. 
 
Nuisance 
 
Nuisance Incidents were compared between Sept to Aug for the last 3 years and compared with the PCAv 
calculate from 2017 – 2019. Reports of nuisance incidents in the last three years remain well below the pre-
covid average.  
 

 
 
The Police Report states: 
 

 Many crime categories reported between 1st September and 31st August 2022/23 remain below the 
pre-covid average.  

 Only youth related nuisance has seen any increase from the PCAv, however reports between 21/22 – 
22/23 have remained consistent.  

 In the previous City CIP report, nuisance car/van was one of the highest concerns for being approx. 
40% above pre-covid levels. In the last 12 months (22/23) nuisance car/van has seen a 53% 
reduction from 21/22 and is 42% below pre-covid levels.  

 Littering/Drugs Paraphernalia has seen a significant increase from 21/22 to 22/23 however, 21/22 
saw a low number of reports and figures are still below the PCAv.  
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Crime Category/Period  PCAv  Sep 20 - Aug 
21  

Sep 21 - Aug 
22  

Sep 22 - Aug 
23  

% 21/22 – 
22/23  

% PCAv & 
22/23  

Adult Nuisance - Non 
Alcohol  

807  510  341  294  -13%  -63%  

Youth Related  256  248  260  260  0%  1%  

Alcohol  366  177  140  147  5%  -59%  

Nuisance Motorcycle/ 
Quad Bike  

38  31  38  38  0%  0%  

Nuisance Car/ Van  33  41  41  19  -53%  -42%  

Fireworks/ Snowballing  26  16  14  15  7%  -42%  

Littering/ Drugs 
Paraphernalia  

43  21  7  16  128%  -38%  

Neighbour Related  50  24  11  5  -54%  -90%  

 
Temporal Analysis 
 
Temporal analysis was performed on the top 20 streets between 1st September 2022 to 31st August 2023, to 
highlight which streets are more likely to experience day or night-time criminal activity. The following tables 
show the offences reported day/night on each street.  
 

Street Day 
06:00 – 17:59 

Night 
18:00 – 05:59 

Total 

Briggate  387 638 1025 

Call Lane 54 580 634 

The Headrow 409 276 685 

Albion Street 620 263 883 

Woodhouse Lane 95 234 329 

Boar Lane 177 210 387 

New York Street 205 188 393 

Merrion Street 70 149 219 

Great George Street 140 141 281 

Cookridge Street 17 105 122 

Hirsts Yard 6 98 104 

Vicar Lane 138 97 235 

Merrion Way 194 96 290 

Kirkgate 232 62 294 

Skinner Lane 97 54 151 

Wellington Street 51 53 114 

Swinegate 51 47 98 

Lands Lane 135 35 170 

Junction Street 148 32 180 

Harewood Street 352 28 380 

 
The Police Report states: 
 

 Streets with a higher volume of crimes reported during the day versus the night have been 
separated. The variation in the peak times of offences may be due to the type of businesses located 
on said streets and the peak times for those businesses e.g. restaurants, gyms, stores.  

 Briggate, Call Lane and Woodhouse Lane exhibit a large disparity between volumes of offences 
reported during daytime hours in comparison to Night.  

 
This is exactly the profile that is expected in the city centre.  Lower Briggate, Call Lane and Woodhouse Lane 
are in red zones.  Albion Street was in the upper red zone until the closure of the three large night-time 
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economy premises.  This area has moved to more daytime activity, even though there is a large late night 
fast food restaurant on the corner of Albion Street and Merrion Street. 
 
Boar Lane figures quite highly on the list, but it should be noted another large late night fast food restaurant 
is located on the corner of Boar Lane and Briggate, which although may not be directly responsible for crime, 
it is a magnet for late night revellers.  It is also busy during the day. 
 
The following table is a graph to display the hourly spread of offences to highlight the peak times of reports 
per street. Peak times for majority of the streets correlate with the businesses on each street e.g. bars/pubs, 
shops etc.  This covers the period of 1st September 2022 to 31st August 2023. 
 

 
 
This graph, taken directly from the police shows that the night-time peak times are: 
 
Upper red zone: 
Woodhouse Lane: 23:00 - 03:00 
 
Lower red zone 
Briggate:    00:00 - 04:00 
Call Lane:  23:00 - 04:00 
Hirst’s Yard:  23:00 - 04:00 
 
Other areas kept under review: 
 
Merrion Street:  00:00 - 03:00 
Cookridge Street: 21:00 - 02:00 
Boar Lane:  21:00 - 00:00 
 
There are daytime peaks, but it is not clear if these crimes are alcohol related or theft: 
 
Briggate:    15:00 - 17:00 
Boar Lane:  15:00 - 19:00 peaking at 17:00 and 19:00 
Swinegate:  15:00 - 19:00 peaking at 17:00 
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Consultation 
 

 
The public consultation is a statutory requirement of the Licensing Act 2003 but can be scaled according to 
the size of the review.  The consultation was carried out between 1st and 15th January 2024. 
 
The council wrote to all premises licence holders and their agents in the city centre, to residents via ward 
councillors, issued a statement by way of a GovDelivery bulletin to over a thousand subscribers, and 
advertised the review via the council website.   
 
Comments were welcomed on the recommendations, in writing by post or email. 
  
At the end of the consultation period, the council has received two comments.   
 
Comment 1: 
 
Further to the email with regards to City Centre CIA, I would like to bring into your kind attention an issue 
that we saw recently on the increase.  
 
Recently saw an increased number of teenagers roaming around, trying to get into the restaurant casually 
and trying to snatch the bags or valuables of customers. In two instances we got them and once they stole a 
bag from the customer. When we called the police, they couldn't reach us fast and more teenagers came 
and made a big issue here and we had to let them go. So if you could do something to improve this issue it 
would be great.  
 
Response to comment 1: This matter has been referred to the Licensing authority’s Liaison and Enforcement 
Section for further action. 
 
Comment 2: 
 
As Head of Leeds Market (LS2 postcode) the only issues we witness are during the day as we close at 
5:30pm. We have the odd person drinking inside the market but these are rare and are dealt with by 
security.  
 
However, we witness lots of issues with the two off licences on New York street just outside the market 
selling single cans of super strength lager to homeless people who then all gather near the post office. They 
cause daily anti-social behaviour and are often fighting with each other as well as dealing drugs openly in 
front of the public. Nothing is ever done to stop this behaviour and these shops continue to provide the 
source of the problem when they should be stopped from selling alcohol when they know it is being drunk 
on the streets. 
 
We have a number of stall holders inside the market that have a licence to serve alcohol but have never had 
any issues with this. 
 
Response to comment 2:  This matter has been referred to the Licensing authority’s Liaison and Enforcement 
Section for further action. 
 

  



Cumulative Impact Assessment 2023-25 – City Centre Update January 2024 
 

Page 18  

Conclusions and Recommendations 
 

This cumulative impact assessment has been carried out in accordance with Section 5A of the Licensing Act 
2003. The council intends to publish the cumulative impact assessment because it considers that the number 
of relevant authorisations in respect of premises described in the assessment, is such that it is likely that it 
would be inconsistent with the authority's duty to grant any further relevant authorisations in respect of 
premises in that part or those parts of its area. 
 
This assessment is informed by a review of the recent crime statistics provided by West Yorkshire Police.  
This review is undertaken to ensure that the cumulative impact area described in the Statement of Licensing 
Policy covers the smallest area possible whilst protecting the public from the cumulative impact of licensed 
premises.  It also serves to review the peak times for crime and nuisance.  This guides the Licensing 
Authority, the Police Licensing Team and Environmental Health when making representations to applications 
in the red areas.  With the guiding principle that the areas which suffer from alcohol related crime should 
not be forced to stagnate, and the desire to encourage a diverse offer in terms of licensed premises, only 
those applications which seek to cater to the night-time economy during peak hours would attract 
representations.   
 
Taking this into consideration, the Council has reviewed the current cumulative impact area and 
recommends the cumulative impact areas are correctly described in and illustrated in the map provided at 
the front of this document.  The peak hours for the upper red zone are 23:00 to 03:00 and for the lower red 
zone are 23:00 to 04:00.  As the Police report does not specify days of the week these hours are relevant, 
consideration will be given to applications for any days that fall within those hours, recognising that 
operators generally chose the later hours at the weekends when demand is highest. 
 
This review confirms that it would be inconsistent with the council’s duty to promote the licensing objectives 
to grant new and variation application for any premises licence (on sales, off sales and late night takeaways) 
that seek to operate during the peak hours described in the cumulative impact assessment for the city 
centre. 


